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We welcome Tina Malpeli back to Tiny Hands to be in post as our Early Years Professional. Tina will be going to college to complete the final year that once added to her Early Years Foundation Degree will give her the Early Years Professional Status. Tina will be working with the staff to ensure that the highest standards of care and learning will be maintained at our pre-school as set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. 

Tina will  be available on most Wednesdays if you have any questions you would like to ask her.


	Welcome to our new children and their parents, we hope you enjoy your time at Tiny Hands. Please speak to any member of staff or your child’s keyworker if you have any questions or concerns, they will be pleased to help.

Welcome back to our families who were with us in the Autumn term, we hope you had a lovely Christmas and New Year and are raring to go.

EVENTS THAT ARE HAPPENING THIS TERM:-

1. Parent Keyworker session on Friday 23rd January –

   this is a chance to have a chat about what your

   child will be doing this term and for the keyworker 

   to collect information from you about your child at

   home. Please try to come along.

2. Sponsored Assault Course week beginning 9th 

   March – This is our main fundraising event of the

   year, so we value your support in encouraging 

   friends and relatives to sponsor your child to take

   part in the “Winter Wonderland” assault course. 

  The event takes place all week during the pre-

   school session and the children have a great deal of

   fun. Forms will be coming soon to give you plenty of 

   time to collect sponsors.!




FINGERS CROSSED: We have been successful in applying for a grant of £25,000 to create a pre-school garden. At present we are in discussion with North Hertfordshire Homes who own the small plot of land and North Herts. District Council who own the Community Centre building, about the legalities of the project. We have been asked to do a Public Consultation at the next Grange Improvement Forum in case there are any objections. It would be helpful if we could present the Forum with a petition in favour of the garden signed by all our parents. The petition will be available at the pre-school entrance for you to sign. We hope that this outside space will provide the children with a place to grow their own plants and vegetables , to play with sand and water and have a place to explore nature and play with a range of wonderful outdoor equipment.

NEW EQUIPMENT:- we are currently receiving lots of new equipment that has been purchased with funding that we applied for from Young in Herts. The staff are excited so hopefully the children will be too. If there is anything that you think we could purchase for the children please let Stephanie know as we still have some money to spend!!  
PLEASE don’t forget to pay the fee of £5 for your child’s drinks and snacks for the term. We provide a wide range of healthy food and drink and the children are encouraged to try them all. They also learn to pour their own drinks, spread their own butter and help to cut up the fruit before hand. 

Please pay this fee at the beginning of term. 

OUR HOURS

We provide FLEXIBLE childcare for you BETWEEN the hours of 8.30 and 12.30 every morning and on Monday,Tuesday and Thursday we are open from 8.30 to 3.00 in the afternoon. Lunch club is available everyday between 11.30 & 12.30. Any queries please speak to Stephanie or Katrina. 

Children eligible for Nursery grant are entitled to 5 free 3 hour sessions (when available) and some 2 year olds are entitled to 3 free 2 ½ hour sessions.

If you are receiving any of the following benefits you may be entitled to these sessions free of charge:- Child Tax Credit, Working Tax Credit, Housing Benefit, Income Support and Council Tax Benefit.

Jo Jingles will be coming sometime this term so watch for more information.

Our curriculum:- 

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum will officially be in place in September as required by the Government. The Foundation Stage looks at every child as an individual with its own particular needs. It also looks at the environment and resources with a big emphasis on the outdoor play and learning experience. Please ask if you would like more information about the Foundation Stage Curriculum.

TINY HANDS T Shirts are now available at £4.50 each.
OUR THEMES THIS TERM:-

First half term:- WINTER and COLOUR including Winter weather, Winter clothes and Winter foods. We will be celebrating the Chinese New Year with dancing, music, food and displays.

Second half term:- WINTER and COLOUR including Winter animals, the Winter Wonderland assault course and People who help us. We will be celebrating Pancake day, Mothers Day and Easter. 
For more information about the themes see the Curriculum posters in the pre-school.

CHILDREN’S RECORDS & FOLDERS:- Please remember that we welcome your contributions towards your child’s records. If he/she has achieved something for the first time at home let us know so that we can include it in their record as it all helps us to build up a fuller knowledge of their development. Your keyworker will be happy to show you your child’s folder at any time. 

VOLUNTEERS

If you can spare us a morning on a regular basis to help out at pre-school we would be very grateful. Please speak to Stephanie if are interested.

LUNCH BOXES:- 

· Please label your child’s Lunch Box clearly.

· Please include a drink with your child’s lunch.

· Please try to make your child’s lunch as healthy as possible – not too many crisps or sweets.

· Please cut apples into slices.

· Please include a spoon for yoghurts. 

PLEASE REMEMBER
· Send in a spare set of clothes in your child’s bag in case of accidents.

· Soft soled shoes for indoors.

·  Update us if your emergency contact number changes.

· If you are leaving your buggy or pushchair at Playgroup, would you please leave it on the stage out of reach of the children and NOT in the cloakroom area because of access to the Fire Doors. Thank you.

· Please pick up promptly at the end of your child’s session, especially on Monday,Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes. We are bound by law to have specific adult/child ratios and as staff need a lunch hour we have limited flexibility over this period.                   

· We will charge a fee for consistent late pickups.

· Please do NOT allow your child to wear hoped earrings at pre-school.

· Necklaces can be dangerous at pre-school so we advise you not to allow your child to wear them.

· Please label all your child’s belongings clearly i.e. COAT, SHOES, PLIMSOLES, BAG. The bag should be named clearly on the OUTSIDE to enable staff to find it easily.  

Dates for your calendar:-





PARENT/KEYWORKER SESSION:-   Friday 23rd January 2009   


HALF TERM:- Monday 16th – Friday 20th February 2009


END OF TERM :- Friday 27th March 2009


SPONSORED ASSAULT COURSE  - Week beg.  9th March 2009 





SUMMER TERM DATES


START :-     Monday 20th April 2009 


HALF-TERM:- Monday 25th -  Friday 29th  May 2009  


LAST DAY of TERM:-    Tuesday July 14th 2009























