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Welcome to the spring term at Tinyhands, we hope you all had a very merry Christmas and happy new year and look forward to enjoying the spring with us as the weather gets warmer and the children can begin to play outside in our new play area.

The term theme:- WINTER and EASTER 

In the first couple of weeks settling in and getting to know one another, we will be encouraging the children to learn each others names helping them make friends, being kind to one another and learning to share. They will be learning the routine and the boundaries set. Keyworkers will be getting to know their keychildren, their characters, likes and dislikes. Then we will have two weeks of “Winter Weather”, when children will be looking at different types of weather we are experiencing, snow, frost, wind and rain and what type of clothes we wear in these weather conditions to keep us warm and dry. Then leading up to half term we will be looking at “Easter” and we are hoping to be visiting the local church to let the children see the Easter display and learning about the story of Easter. After half term the theme will be all about “Winter Animals” and we will be talking with the children about different animals and how they live in the cold, this will provide the children with the opportunity to look at the environment and how it changes and what effects this has on us and animals alike.

SNACK MONEY:- £7 per term (for the Spring term this is 13 weeks). The price increase is due to rising costs.  Please pay this promptly as it is required to buy the food and drink for your children. Please look at the snack menu poster on the entrance door for details of the snack that week.

PARENT/KEYWORKER MEETING ON Friday 18th FEBRUARY 2011 :-

We would like you to attend a brief meeting on Friday 18th February in the afternoon. These meetings are to enable you and the keyworker to share information about your child, find out how they are doing, discuss any potential problems and decide on a learning plan for the rest of the term. Appointments will be kept to a MAXIMUM of Fifteen minutes to enable the keyworkers to meet every parent. Should you need longer or cannot make that day, please speak to your keyworker for another suitable day. 

(If you need to make an appointment for another day it will need to be between 9.30 and 11.00am for mornings or 1.00 and 2.30pm for the afternoons. This will avoid our busiest times).

ICKNIELD CHILDREN’S CENTRE:- is the children’s centre for the Grange, they provide lots of great activities, support and information and a friendly welcome. Check the leaflet dispenser in the cloakroom for new leaflets. You can come to speak to Mandy or Andrea (Children’s Centre outreach workers) at our Toddler group on a Friday afternoon. They have proved to be very helpful in providing some of our previous parents with help and support in dealing with behaviour/parenting issues. If any of you would like some help or advice we can put you in touch with them. Please speak to either Stephanie or Katrina.

INFORMATION FROM HOME:- We would like to include information from home in your child’s folders, activities that they may have done over the weekend, during the holidays, or given up their dummy or slept in their own bed for the whole night!. We will be handing out some forms for you to use or you can help yourself to the ones in the leaflet rack in the cloakroom.
FACEBOOK:- just to let you know, it is pre-school policy not to accept parents as friends on Facebook during the time their child attends Tiny Hands. So please don’t be offended if you are rejected as a friend. 

LUNCH  BOXES: Please remember to put a drink in your child’s lunch box (we supply a drink at Snack time only). If your child has a yogurt please also supply a spoon. Grapes should be cut in half to avoid the chance of your child choking (we do this at pre-school when they are part of the snack menu). We are promoting healthy eating at this pre-school and would ask for your support in also supplying your children with a healthy lunch. PLEASE NOTE CHILDREN CANNOT HAVE ANYTHING CONTAINING NUTS (INCLUDING PEANUT BUTTER). Lunchboxes should be handed to the supervisor not placed on your child’s peg. Thank you.

TINY HANDS T SHIRTS:- Red & blue are available at a price of £5.50 each. 

See Katrina.

SICKNESS & COLDS: – This is the time of year when there is a lot of sickness and colds amongst children so we would just like to take this opportunity to remind parents that if a child is sick due to a tummy bug or coughing then we have a policy of 48hrs free of sickness before they can return to the setting. 

SPARE CLOTHES: – We would like to ask if any parents have any spare clothes for girls, tops and trousers which they can donate to us it would be most appreciated. 

PLEASE REMEMBER

NAME YOUR CHILDREN’S  - BAG, LUNCHBOX, COAT, OUTDOOR SHOES & PLIMSOLES. We cannot be held responsible for any items that get lost, especially those that are not named.

PUT A SPARE SET OF CLOTHES IN YOUR CHILD’S BAG IN CASE OF ACCIDENTS. 

PROVIDE SPARE NAPPIES/PULLUPS & WIPES IF YOUR CHILD IS AT THIS STAGE OF TOILETING.

PROVIDE SOFT INDOOR SHOES FOR YOUR CHILD TO WEAR.

UPDATE YOUR CONTACT DETAILS IF THEY HAVE CHANGED (MOBILE, TELEPHONE or ADDRESS) 

NO HOOPED EARRINGS (Health & Safety)

PLACE BUGGIES ON THE STAGE if you wish to leave them with us).

PICK UP PROMPTLY AT THE END OF YOUR CHILD’S SESSION. (Should you need to discuss something with a member of staff please remember that they are available to talk to at the beginning of a session or at a time arranged beforehand. Staff/child ratios need to be correct and certain jobs need to be done at the end of the sessions which can make it difficult to discuss anything in depth). Thank you.

OUR HOURS:- We provide flexible childcare for you between the hours of 8.30 and 12.30 every morning and on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday we are open from 8.30 to 3.00 in the afternoon. Lunch club is available everyday between 11.30 & 12.30. Any queries please speak to Stephanie or Katrina. Children eligible for Nursery grant are entitled to 15 hours (when available) of free childcare, which can be taken flexibly to suit your needs.

HEAD LICE:- We would like to draw your attention to the  problem of head lice and ask if all parents could regularly check their children and treat according if any lice are found.

Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter, please also look regularly at the Notice Board in the Cloakroom and on the entrance door windows for other information.
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Dates for your calendar:-


SPRING HALF TERM:- Monday 21st February – Friday 25th February 2011


LAST DAY of TERM:- Friday 8th April 2011 





FIRST DAY SUMMER TERM – Tuesday 26th April 2011


SUMMER HALF TERM – Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June 2011  


LAST DAY SUMMER TERM – To be advised





PARENT/KEYWORKER MEETING:- Friday 18th February 2011 (Appointments from 12.45pm)


ROYAL WEDDING PUBLIC HOLIDAY – Friday 29th April 2011     


PARENTS DROP IN DAY – Friday 3rd February 2011  ( 11-12pm or 2-3pm)


EASTER VISIT to the GRANGE BAPTIST CHURCH – To be advised  


FUNDRAISING EVENTS:-


RED NOSE DAY - Friday 18th March 2011 – details to follow


SPONSORED TODDLER WALK – To be advised
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