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STAFF INFORMATION:-

We welcome Sam Conway to our staff team this term, she is qualified to level 3 and will be working on Monday, Thursday and Friday mornings. 

Congratulations:-  To Nicki who has recently completed her NVQ Level 3. She has put in a lot of time and hard work to achieve this, with support from Tina her NVQ Assessor.

SNACK MONEY:- £5 per term (for the Summer term this is 13 weeks) Please pay this promptly as it is required to buy the food and drink for your children. Please look at the snack menu poster on the entrance door for details of the snack that week.

SPONSORED ASSAULT COURSE:- We would like to thank those of you that supported our fundraising event. The children had fun and developed their confidence and physical skills at the same time. It involved a lot of time and effort by the staff to assemble the course every day so it was very disappointing that only a third of you handed in your sponsor forms. We understand that it isn’t easy these days but a small donation would be greatly valued.

The term theme:- SPRING and SUMMER.
This term we will be going on walks to look at the Spring flowers and blossom on the trees, using the binoculars and magnifying glasses when searching for insects and collecting leaves, petals etc to identify with our new microscope attached to the computer. They will also be taking their own photos of the things they have seen, printing them out and making a display. We will also be encouraging the children to stop and listen, getting them to identify sounds in the environment, planes, birds, cars etc. On the Interest table we have tadpoles for the children to observe along with Tiny Hands pet “Elvis the snail” which they will help to look after. They will be digging in the garden, planting seeds and plants and watching them grow and caring for them. We will be making the most of the warmer weather by doing most of our activities outside when possible, the children will have opportunities to run, play football etc They will be learning about crossing the road safely by role play and singing songs about holding hands and stopping, looking and listening. We will also be looking at what you can find at the seaside, on the beach and in the sea with books , posters and craft activities. 

LUNCH  BOXES: Please remember to put a drink in your child’s lunch box (we supply a drink at Snack time only). If your child has a yogurt please also supply a spoon. Grapes should be cut in half to avoid the chance of your child choking (we do this at pre-school when they are part of the snack menu). We are promoting healthy eating at this pre-school and would ask for your support in also supplying your children with a healthy lunch. PLEASE NOTE CHILDREN CANNOT HAVE ANYTHING CONTAINING NUTS (INCLUDING PEANUT BUTTER). Lunchboxes should be handed to the supervisor not placed on your child’s peg. Thank you.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PLEASE REMEMBER

NAME YOUR CHILDREN’S  - BAG, LUNCHBOX, COAT, OUTDOOR SHOES & PLIMSOLES. We cannot be held responsible for any items that get lost, especially those that are not named.

PUT A SPARE SET OF CLOTHES IN YOUR CHILD’S BAG IN CASE OF ACCIDENTS. 

PROVIDE SPARE NAPPIES/PULLUPS & WIPES IF YOUR CHILD IS AT THIS STAGE OF TOILETING.

PROVIDE SOFT INDOOR SHOES FOR YOUR CHILD TO WEAR.

UPDATE YOUR CONTACT DETAILS IF THEY HAVE CHANGED (MOBILE, TELEPHONE or ADDRESS) 

NO HOOPED EARRINGS (Health & Safety)

PLACE BUGGIES ON THE STAGE if you wish to leave them with us).

PICK UP PROMPTLY AT THE END OF YOUR CHILD’S SESSION. (Should you need to discuss something with a member of staff please remember that they are available to talk to at the beginning of a session or at a time arranged beforehand. Staff/child ratios need to be correct and certain jobs need to be done at the end of the sessions which can make it difficult to discuss anything in depth). Thank you.

----------------------------------------------------

TINY HANDS T SHIRTS:- Red & blue are available at a price of £5.50 each. 

See Katrina.

ICKNIELD CHILDREN’S CENTRE:- Check the leaflet dispenser in the cloakroom for new leaflets.

You can come to speak to Mandy or Andrea from the Children’s Centre at our Toddler group on a Friday afternoon, they have lots of information they can give you.

Herts Quality Standards Update:- 
Hertfordshire Quality Standards is a quality improvement scheme for providers of early education and childcare in Hertfordshire to show they provide a high quality of service. We have recently successfully completed the Leadership and Management module and the pre-school was also inspected by the local education authority in February. We are all really pleased that the Early Years Consultants stated in their report that at Tiny Hands we provide,  

“An exceptional environment for children to be in with an established committed team which fully supports all children both emotionally and physically. The room is spacious and airy with many creative activity areas, well resourced and organised so that the children are excited and motivated to be a part of it”.

We have six more modules to submit to complete the scheme and over the next few months we will be seeking your opinions and ideas. At Tiny Hands we are always looking for ways of improving and we really value your input.  

INFORMATION FROM HOME

We would like to include information from home in your child’s folders, activities that they may have done over the weekend, during the holidays, or given up their dummy or slept in their own bed for the whole night !!!!. We will be handing out some forms for you to use or you can help yourself to the ones in the leaflet rack in the cloakroom.

PARENT/KEYWORKER MEETINGS ON Friday 11th June 2010 :-

We would like you to attend a brief meeting on Friday 11th June  in the afternoon. These meetings are to enable you and the keyworker to share information about your child, how they are doing, discuss any potential problems and decide on a learning plan for the rest of the term. Appointments will be kept to a MAXIMUM of ten minutes to enable the keyworkers to meet every parent. Should you need longer or cannot make that day, please speak to your keyworker for another suitable day. 

(If you need to make an appointment for another day it will need to be between 9.30 and 11.00am for mornings or 1.00 and 2.30pm for the afternoons. This will avoid our busiest times).

Nursery Visits for leavers:-

For those children leaving at the end of this term we will be arranging a visit to Northfields nursery for them to meet the teachers and have a look around. (We will let you know the date when we have it). We will be asking for some parents to accompany us on this visit. We will be inviting the teachers from the other nurseries to visit your children at Tiny Hands as it is too far for the children to walk. Tina has made beautiful laminated picture books of all the nurseries for the children to look at; they are able to see what their nurseries are like. These are kept on the supervisors desk should you want to look at them. Nearer the end of term we put them in the book corner for the children to look at.

HEAD LICE ! ! !

Pleas check your child for head lice as they seem to be around again. They can be very persistent as it only needs a few missed eggs to start it off again. The local chemist can recommend the latest treatment but we have found that by washing your child’s hair every night, putting on lots of conditioner and then using the nit comb for a week really works. Good luck.

POLICY OF THE MONTH:- Don’t forget to look at the policy displayed in the cloakroom, we would value any comments. Should you wish to see any of the other policies before we put them up please look in the policy file on the supervisor’s desk.

PRE-SCHOOL GARDEN:- The children have planted a hanging basket, planted some herbs and pepper plants and planted pansies in tubs. They have also planted some runner bean seeds which we check every day to see if they have grown. Signs have gone up on the walls, two show birds that they can look out for using the binoculars, one shows lots of Minibeasts to find and the other is a height chart to check how much they are growing themselves. The children can see the mobiles spinning in the breeze and hear the wind chimes. 

The grass seed hasn’t managed to germinate and we are looking to turf the area but have been advised that the start of the summer holidays would be the best time to lay it in order to give it a chance to take before letting the children on it. 

PRINCESS AND PIRATE WEEK:- 21st – 25th June

Please dress your child as a pirate or princess during this week (if they want to), we will be having lots of activities linked to this theme such as treasure hunts, making maps, pirate hats and tiaras, singing pirate songs and having their faces painted. If your child cannot have their face painted please let their keyworker know. 

Tiny Hands


 Pre-school


Pre-school





Dates for your calendar:-


SUMMER HALF TERM:- Monday 31st May – 4th June 2010


LAST DAY of TERM:- Wednesday 21st  July 2010 





FIRST DAY AUTUMN TERM :- Monday 6th September 2010


AUTUMN HALF TERM:- Monday 26TH October  – Friday 29th October  2010


LAST DAY AUTUMN  TERM:- To be advised.





PARENT/KEYWORKER MEETING:- Friday 11TH June (Appointments from 1.00 O’clock.)


PRINCESS & PIRATES WEEK:- 21st – 25th June


TEDDY BEARS PICNIC (at pre-school):- During week beginning 12th July. Day to be advised.


COFFEE MORNING with Stay and Play date to be advised. 


























